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not the faintest idea of the duties of a school-
management committee, who except at election
times would find some difficulty in remembering the
Parliamentary and County Council division for
which they have a vote.

For the vast majority of adult persons the single
tie that binds them to the political system of their
country is the exercise of the franchise. At the
polls, is made the appeal unto Caesar; the electors
constitute themselves the supreme tribunal, and
pronounce their verdict on the great issues of policy,
and the conduct of the administration. "The
franchise," says Professor Hearn,* " is not, as many
persons contend, either a right or a trust. It is a
duty." But there never was a solemn obligation
more easily borne, a duty which could be discharged
with less effort, or attention, or care, or risk, or
labour, or personal inconvenience. Nothing is
required from the elector but the expenditure of a
few minutes of his time once in two, or three, or
perhaps five, years. A parliamentary election, the
choosing of a new Grand Council of the Empire,
need give him no more trouble than taking out a
dog-license.

Before the Ballot Act, and the general simplifica-
tion of electoral machinery, the case was different.
The process of recording the vote was slow and
cumbrous, it made some demands upon the leisure
and patience, and sometimes even upon the moral
and physical courage, of the elector. He may have
had a long journey to take in bad weather over bad
roads. With open voting, especially when the poll
was going on for days, the course of the fight could
* The Government of England^ p. 587.